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   Cedar Point also will have a Marine Education Center 
to replace the facility in Biloxi’s Point Cadet destroyed by 
Hurricane Katrina in 2005. Chris Snyder, director of the 
Marine Education Center, thinks it will take up to five years 
to come to fruition.  The $12 million to $15 million facility, 
funded through a variety of sources, will have about 36,000 
�S�Q�U�A�R�E���F�E�E�T���O�F���S�P�A�C�E��

�5�L�J�K�W���)�L�H�O�G�����5�L�J�K�W���7�L�P�H
   More than two years ago, GCRL held a meeting for 
�E�C�O�N�O�M�I�C���D�E�V�E�L�O�P�M�E�N�T���L�E�A�D�E�R�S���T�O���P�O�I�N�T���O�U�T���T�H�A�T���A�Q�U�A�C�U�L�T�U�R�E��
is the fastest growing form of food production in the world. 
Nearly half the fish consumed by humans is produced by fish 
�F�A�R�M�S�����A�N�D���T�H�E���T�R�E�N�D���T�O�W�A�R�D���A�Q�U�A�C�U�L�T�U�R�E���P�R�O�D�U�C�T�I�O�N���I�S
expected to continue.  But the United States is a small 
�P�L�A�Y�E�R���n���������B�I�L�L�I�O�N���I�N���A�Q�U�A�C�U�L�T�U�R�E���P�R�O�D�U�C�T�I�O�N���C�O�M�P�A�R�E�D��
to the world’s $70 billion.  That’s an opportunity for 
South Mississippi.
   Hawkins said seafood accounts for some $10 billion of the 
$36.4 billion trade deficit because the United States imports 
most of what’s consumed.  For shrimp alone, 90 percent is 
�I�M�P�O�R�T�E�D�����O�V�E�R���H�A�L�F���T�H�R�O�U�G�H���A�Q�U�A�C�U�L�T�U�R�E��
   “If you look at worldwide catches of commercial species, it’s 
been flat for the last 30 years,” Hawkins said.  But the world 
population and seafood consumption are both increasing.
�������h�0�R�A�C�T�I�C�A�L�L�Y���S�P�E�A�K�I�N�G�����A�Q�U�A�C�U�L�T�U�R�E���I�S���T�H�E���O�N�L�Y���A�N�S�W�E�R��
to meeting that increased need, but it has to be done right,” 
said Hawkins.
�������4�H�E���L�A�B���I�S���W�O�R�K�I�N�G���W�I�T�H���O�N�E���A�Q�U�A�C�U�L�T�U�R�E���O�P�E�R�A�T�I�O�N���I�N���3�T�O�N�E��
County, Miss., and expects to work with others, some of which 
may eventually set up operations at an incubator at the lab’s 
Cedar Point property.  GCRL expects the site to become a 
�M�A�G�N�E�T���F�O�R���C�O�M�M�E�R�C�I�A�L���A�Q�U�A�C�U�L�T�U�R�E���O�P�E�R�A�T�I�O�N�S��

�$���%�L�J���$�Z�D�U�G
   Hawkins said a $3.7 million award from the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration will be used for 
�T�H�E���D�E�V�E�L�O�P�M�E�N�T���A�N�D���C�O�M�M�E�R�C�I�A�L�I�Z�A�T�I�O�N���O�F���N�E�W���A�Q�U�A�C�U�L�T�U�R�E��
technology at the Cedar Point site.
�������h�)�F���T�H�E���N�A�T�I�O�N�A�L���A�Q�U�A�C�U�L�T�U�R�E���I�N�D�U�S�T�R�Y���E�V�O�L�V�E�S�����A�N���I�N�S�T�I�T�U�T�I�O�N��
like ours will play a major role,” said Hawkins.
   The NOAA money will support the science that 
forms the foundation for the development of marine 
�A�Q�U�A�C�U�L�T�U�R�E�����I�N�C�L�U�D�I�N�G���O�N�G�O�I�N�G���S�T�U�D�I�E�S���T�O���B�R�I�N�G���S�P�E�C�I�E�S���T�O��
commercialization.
   “We’re making a lot of progress bringing several 
�N�E�W���S�P�E�C�I�E�S���T�O���A�Q�U�A�C�U�L�T�U�R�E���D�E�V�E�L�O�P�M�E�N�T���v���S�A�I�D���(�A�W�K�I�N�S����
including blue crab, spotted seatrout, red snapper and 
native white shrimp.
�������'�#�2�,���S���I�N�T�E�R�E�S�T���I�N���A�Q�U�A�C�U�L�T�U�R�E���I�N�C�L�U�D�E�S���F�O�O�D���P�R�O�D�U�C�T�I�O�N����
stock enhancement and recreational fishers and the ornamental 
fish trade, said Jeff Lotz, head of Southern Miss’ Department 
�O�F���#�O�A�S�T�A�L���3�C�I�E�N�C�E�S���A�N�D���T�H�E���A�Q�U�A�C�U�L�T�U�R�E���C�E�N�T�E�R��
   “Maybe one day fish will be like chicken,” he said, referring 
to the change that occurred years ago when small farm 
operations gave way to large production facilities designed 
to meet the appetite of consumers.

�7�K�H���6�S�L�O�O
�������4�H�E���C�O�M�M�E�R�C�I�A�L���F�I�S�H�I�N�G���I�N�D�U�S�T�R�Y���A�N�D���A�Q�U�A�C�U�L�T�U�R�E���H�A�V�E��
�O�F�T�E�N���B�E�E�N���A�T���O�D�D�S�����&�I�S�H�E�R�M�E�N���S�E�E���A�Q�U�A�C�U�L�T�U�R�E�����W�H�E�T�H�E�R��
land-based or offshore, as an assault on their livelihood.  
But the oil spill may change the rules of the game.  
The oil will have an impact on fisheries in the Gulf of 
Mexico, but how big an impact is too early to tell.  It may 
�S�H�O�R�T�C�I�R�C�U�I�T���O�F�F�S�H�O�R�E���F�I�S�H���P�E�N�S�����,�A�N�D�
�B�A�S�E�D���A�Q�U�A�C�U�L�T�U�R�E��
using recirculating water may wind up helping to replenish 
stocks impacted by the spill. – David Tortorano


